ST. OLIVER’S SPECIAL SCHOOL
Christmas Newsletter 2018
New School Building
At present our new school
building project is at the final
stage of the tender process. It
is hoped that all contractors
employed to construct the
school will have signed all relevant documentation with the
Department of Education by March 2019. The new
school building will be a fourteen month build. In an
ideal world, we will be taking residence in our new
school building in September 2020.

New Faces in St. Oliver's
Special School
We are delighted to welcome lots of new
people to our school community:

Christmas Celebration
We will host our Christmas Celebration on Thursday,
20th December 2018, at 11:30am. Santa will make a very
special appearance. All students and their families will
have an opportunity to visit Santa in his Grotto and get
a photograph, Each child will receive a very special gift
which will be kindly sponsored by our schools Parents
Association. Following a visit to see Santa parents and
friends can enjoy a cup of tea, treats and a chat. The
Parents Association will hold a Christmas raffle at this
time, and tickets will be on sale for some wonderful
prizes. While the parents enjoy a cuppa the students in
our school will enjoy a very special Christmas dinner
and dessert prepared by Caroline, in the kitchen.

NEW PUPILS:
-Saoirse Faherty - Class 1
-Brajan Borkowski - Class 1
-Kyle Fitzpatrick - Class 1
-Lilly O Donnell - Class 1

Volunteers
An enormous thank you to all of our volunteers for
their continued contribution, help and support
throughout the year. We are so lucky to have the most
amazing volunteers and appreciate them giving up
their spare time to help us. This term Anne, Carmel,
David, Fiona, Helen, Mags and Marie
have enabled our students to go horseriding, swimming and Go Bananas. We
are extremely grateful to them for their
kindness, commitment and dedication
and look forward to seeing them again
in the New Year. A special word of
thanks to our super volunteer Tom
Coyne! Tom is taking a short break
from driving the bus for us. Staff and
students will miss him and we look
forward to welcoming him back when he returns!

We wish Miriam, Class Teacher in Class
5, the very best of luck as she goes on
maternity leave. Her post will be filled
early in the new year.

NEW SNA's
-Caroline Kelly - Class 2
-Annie Connaughton - Class 5
NEW BUS ESCORTS
-Margaret Connelly
-Emma Devane
-Anne Buckley

Parents Association
The Parents Association is hosting a raffle on the 20th December at the
school. Thanks to all who donated prizes. Hope to see you all there!
We are always looking for ways to fundraise for the school, new ideas and
of course new members. If you have anything to say at all, the Parents Association has a new email address you may find
conveniant:
parentsassociation@stoliversschool.ie
We are organising parent training for the
new year. These would be one hour talks
on behaviour and communication, developing communication opportunities, and
using visuals, switches and LAMH. A questionnaire will be sent out in January on preferred options and times.
Happy Christmas from the Parents Association!
Salty Sea Multi– Sensory Drama Show
We have been having a wonderful and informative time devising our multi
sensory performance called Salty Sea in St Oliver’s special School.
The children in Natalie’s class, with children from other classes too, are
collaborating with us to make Salty Sea as interactive, beautiful and fun as
it can possibly be. Thomas and I have learnt so much from their responses,
reactions and engagement and it’s been fantastic working so closely with
everyone. We have been to the beach, had a trip in a boat, survived a scary
storm at sea and then a much needed chill out on a warm beach. On several occasions! We love trying out new ideas and ways of making it more
meaningful and fun. We are thrilled to have this opportunity to work
closely with the children observing their reactions, engaging with them
and their sounds and they inform the making of the show. Their delight
and enthusiasm is amazing and we are so proud and delighted to be able
to share their experience.
We have been working together since September and look forward to
sharing Salty Sea with the children together with their families later in the
school year. Still loads of work to do, to make it the best show ever!
I want to say a big thank you to the children in Natalie’s class and in the
whole school, and to Natalie and the staff who are also so generous with
their feedback and time. To Marieta, who is so encouraging and supportive and makes it all work so well . And The Arts Council who understood
my vision and made it all possible. Thank you very much.
Phillida Eves & Thomas Johnston
Creative Arts Project:
St. Oliver's Special School is delighted to announce that we have been selected to participate in the 'Creative Schools' initiative. We are one of just six
special schools from all over Ireland selected for this initiative which aims to
put the arts and creativity at the heart of children and young people's lives.
We have been assigned a Creative Associate who will work with our school
community, supporting us to fully embrace the arts and creativity. Our Creative Associate this year is Miriam Cuddy.

Congratulations to our student,
Chijindu who represented St. Oliver’s Special School so well in the
inter-schools competition held at
Barnacarrol Equestrian Centre.
We are very proud of Chijindu’s
achievements.

